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Resolution #1 

 
Resolution Urging New York State to Fully Fund Early Voting Operations 

 
WHEREAS, under state law, counties in New York State manage, operate, and fund 

elections in New York State; and 

 
WHEREAS, in his State of the State Address and Executive 2018-19 State Budget 

proposal, Governor Andrew M. Cuomo has proposed requiring every county to offer 

residents early voting opportunities through at least one early voting poll site during the 

12 days leading up to Election Day; and 

 
WHEREAS, the proposal will require counties to offer at least eight hours on weekdays 

and five hours on weekends to cast early ballots; and 

 
WHEREAS, counties must have one early voting poll site for every 50,000 residents, 

at a location determined by the bipartisan county board of elections, and subject to 

standards of accessibility and convenience; and 

 
WHEREAS, county boards of elections will designate at least five polling places in each 

county, geographically located so as to provide all voters in the county with an equal 

opportunity to cast a ballot; and 

 
WHEREAS, these proposals will significantly increase costs to county boards of 

elections for staffing and securing early voting locations, printing and counting 

additional ballots, and meeting other legal elections requirements associated with 

maintaining polling stations over an extended period of time (rather than one day); and 

 
WHEREAS, under New York State law, counties have the authority to pass elections 

costs on to their municipal counterparts, which is done by more than half of counties; 

and 

 
WHEREAS, the cost of early voting has been estimated at $6.4 million per year; and 

 
WHEREAS, the state-imposed property tax cap makes it difficult for local 

governments to absorb new costs of any kind. 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Association 

of Counties (NYSAC) calls on the State to fund all costs associated with early 

voting; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the state consider removing the 

requirement unless they are able to fully fund; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution shall be sent to 

member counties for their consideration; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution 

to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature, the New York State 

Board of Elections, and all others deemed necessary and proper. 

 


